CARJACKING

Robberies and Carjacking

The National Crime Victimization Survey
reports that each year 49,000 carjackings
and attempts occur in the United States.
About half of reported carjackings were
failed attempts. Of the completed carjack-
ings, 92% had weapons where only 75%
were armed during the failed attempts.

Statistics tell us that carjackers must be
armed to be taken seriously by victims.
Handguns are usually the weapon of choice followed by a knife.

Most often, carjacking occurs when a car is parked in a wide open area
and the owner is either exiting or entering the vehicle.

Popular carjacking locations are parking lots, shopping centers, gas
stations, car washes, convenience stores, ATMs, hotels, valet parking,
fast-food drive-thru, and outside of retail stores.

Be alert to your surroundings. Don't be a target to someone by
having your back turned when loading packages.

Make it a habit to get in your vehicle and leave the area immediately.
Have your children understand and practice this concept.

Be aware of the “bump and rob” scam. This is how it works: A car
behind you rear-ends you or bumps into you. You get out to check
the damage and someone sneaks into your car and drives off. Be sure
to look carefully around you before getting out of your vehicle. If you
are uncertain, insist on going to a busy place or police station.

Do not resist or fight. Give up the property and save your life.

If you are accidentally kidnapped in a carjacking, keep calm and ask to
be dropped off immediately. Carjackers are often on their way to
commit other crimes such as robbery or drive-by shootings.

If you are forced to drive, see if its possible to crash your car near a busy
intersection so that others can come to your aid and call your local law
enforcement agency.

Always report the crime to the local law enforcement agency. Your
accurate description of the attacker can help prevent others from
being a victim.

Bus and Subway Sense

Use busy and well-lighted stops.

Always keep alert—no dozing or daydreaming!

If someone is bothering you, don't be afraid to speak up
and loudly say, “Leave me alone!” If necessary, hit the
emergency device.

Watch the people who get off at your stop. If you feel
uneasy, walk to where you see other people.
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