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A - Community Overview

Chandler is located on flat to rollingterrain in the northeastern corner of Henderson County and
contains approximately 5.5 square miles or 3,514 acres of land. It is roughly bounded on the
north by the Van Zandt County line, on the east by the Neches River, on the south by Lake
Palestine, and on the west by the Kickapoo and Battle Creeks. Chandler is at the head waters of
Lake Palestine on the north end of the lake between the east and west branches.

Located on State Highway 31 Chandler is 8 miles west of Tyler, 20 miles east of Athens and
about 100 miles east by southeast of downtown Dallas.
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Chandler is 7 miles from the Tyler Regional airport providing both commuter and commercial
services. The new Armed Forces Reserve Center, as well as, the proposed Park of East Texas are
located 7 to 8 miles from Chandler. Canton, with its First Monday Trade Days bringing in
anywhere from 100,000 to 400,000 people monthly, is located 32 miles to the west
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The following history of Chandler is taken from the book. The Chandler Area its Historvand
People -1880 -1980. The earliest documented inhabitants of the area known as Chandler were
Delaware, Cherokee and Kickapoo Indians. These Native Americans led by Chief Bowles were
defeated at Battle Creek in 1839. The battleground is located north of the Chandler city limits.

The first record of a white family in the Chandler area is that of Alphonso H. Chandler and his
wife, the former Mary A. Brooks and their seven children. Theycame to the area in 1859 and
settled about one mile north of the present day downtown Chandler. They lived on the road
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