
THE CITY OF CHANDLER CITY COUNCIL WILL MEET FOR A REGULAR SCHEDULED
MEETING TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2014 IN THE CITY HALL OF CHANDLER, TEXAS AT
6 P.M.

AGENDA

A. CALL TO ORDER
B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
C. INVOCATION
D ROLL CALL AND ANNOUNCE IF A QUORUM IS PRESENT
E. AGENDA CHANGES

F. REGULAR SESSION: Subjects to be discussed or upon which any formal action may be
taken are as follows.

1. Introduction of new Police Patrol Officer – Dee Louis and new Utility Operator – Jay
Mesa.

2. Public Hearing concerning re-platting of JW Cade Subdivision Unit No. 1, being Lots 6
and 7, Block 3 as recorded in the plat records of Henderson County, Volume 7, Page 31,
and Lot 24, Block 1, JW Cade Subdivision Unit No. 2 for the purpose of abandoning a
portion of the street right-of-way and reconfiguring 2 lots, Lot 6-A and Lot 7-A.

3. Consider and act on JW Cade Subdivision re-plat as submitted and recommendation
that the 0.136 acre tract of Joan Street right-of-way be abandoned and made a part of the
new lot 7-A

4. Consider and act on the Taco Bell site plan and variance request from Taco Bell from the
city ordinance Section 19-9 BUILDING FINISH STANDARDS AND ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN STANDARS, to follow the Taco Bell branding image and prototype.

5. Consider and act on Ordinance O-111114 Amending Article A5.000; Section A5.001
Building Permit Fees to add a re-inspection fee.

6. Consider and act on Resolution R-111114 Sponsorship of Upper Neches River Paddle
Trail

7. Discuss and provide staff direction on the Public Works Office space.

8. Discuss and provide staff direction on the stored ball field lights at Winchester Park.

9. Consent Agenda: All matters listed under “Consent Agenda” are considered to be routine
by the City Council and will be enacted by one Motion. There will not be separate
discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the
consent agenda and will be considered separately.

a. Minutes as written for Regular Council Meeting of October 14, 2014
b. October Financial reports
c. October Police report
d. October Library Statistics
e. October Museum Statistics



G. EXECUTIVE SESSION: The City Council will now go into closed session pursuant to the
provision of Chapter 551.072 and Chapter 551.074 of the Texas Local Government Code.

a. Real Estate Offer
b. City Administrator’s Annual Evaluation.
c. Roles and Responsibilities of Mayor and City Council.

H. RECONVENE

I. Adjournment of Meeting

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of chandler will provide for
reasonable accommodations for persons attending City Council Meetings. To better serve
you, requests should be received 24 hours prior to the meetings. Please contact Shirley
Parmer, City Secretary, at 903 849-6853.

CERTIFICATION

I certify that a copy of the November 11, 2014, agenda of items to be considered by the Chandler
City Council was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on November 5, 2014.

______________________________
Shirley Parmer, City Secretary

I certify that the attached notice and agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was
removed by me from the City Hall bulletin board on the ______ day of _________________,
20____.

__________________________________

Title: ______________________________



CITY OF CHANDLER  
 
Staff Report 

 
PROJECT: RP-14-02 Cade Addition Replat 

 
DATE: PZ: 11-4-14      CC: 11-11-14 

 
REQUEST: The property owner is requesting approval of a replat of lots 6 and 7 

Block 3 of JW Cade Subdivision Unit 1 and Lot 20 Block 1 of an 
unrecorded subdivision. 
 

APPLICANT: Juanita Cade Price  

PROPERTY OWNER: Juanita Cade Price and Kenneth Ray Cade 

PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION: 

Lots 6 and 7 Block 3 of JW Cade Subdivision and Lot 20 Block 1 of 
an unrecorded subdivision 

ZONING: R-1 

SIZE: 2 lots – 0.875 acres; ROW dedication - .230; total - 1.105 acres 
 

OVERVIEW: This case will have a Public Hearing as required by State Law. 

The property was originally platted in Section 1 as 2 lots with a 
proposed street which was an extension of Joan Street.  There was 
also a proposed Lot 20, Block 1 in Section 2; however this section 
was never recorded.  At some point in the development of the 
subdivision Roseway street was constructed to the north connecting 
to Cades Cove Road.  This was constructed outside of any dedicated 
right-of-way. 

With this replat the right-of-way for Roseway Street is dedicated for 
the road as it was constructed and the right-of-way for the extension 
of Joan Street which was not constructed and now not needed, is 
abandoned. 

The total number of lots in the recorded section and unrecorded 
section is reduced from 3 to 2 lots. 

RECOMMENDED  
ACTION: 

Planning and Zoning Commission and staff recommend approval of the 
replat as submitted and recommends the 0.136 acre tract of Joan 
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Street right-of-way as shown in the attached legal description be 
abandoned and made a part of the new lot 7-A 
  

CITY CONTACT: John Taylor, City Administrator 

ATTACHMENTS: Replat 
Legal Description of tract to be abandoned 
Abandonment plat 
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2026 Republic Drive, Suite B 
Tyler, Texas 75701 

P.O. Box 9505 
Tyler, Texas 75711 

Phone: 903.509.2030 
Fax: 903.509.2034 

T.B.P.L.S. FIRM NO.: 10133500 
0.136 Acre Tract                              Job No: 14‐050097 
Joan Street 
Chandler, Texas  
 
All  that certain  lot,  tract or parcel of  land being part of  the Santiago Calderon Survey, Abstract No. 136, City of 
Chandler, Henderson County, Texas, being part of Joan Street as shown on the plat of the J. W. Cade Subdivision 
Unit No. 1, recorded in Volume 7 on Page 31 of the Plat Records of Henderson County, Texas, and this 0.136 acre 
tract of land being more fully described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a 1/2" Iron Rod found for the Southeast corner of Lot 7, Block 3 of the J. W. Cade Subdivision Unit 
No. 1, recorded in Volume 7 on Page 31 of the Plat Records of Henderson County, Texas, same being the Northeast 
corner of Joan Street, same being located in the East line of said Santiago Calderon Survey and the West line of the 
Richard W. Wade Survey, Abstract No. 834; 

THENCE South 01 deg. 26 min. 29 sec. East, along said survey abstract line, a distance of 49.87 feet to a 1/2" Iron 
Rod  set  (with  red plastic cap marked “ARTHUR 5933”)  for  the Southeast corner of  Joan Street,  same being  the 
Northeast corner of Lot 24, Block 1 of an unrecorded plat of Cade Subdivision, same being the Northeast corner of 
the Residue of the Second Tract a called 30.5 acre tract of  land described  in Deed from Jack Cade to J. (Jno.) W. 
Cade and wife, Lena Cade, recorded in Volume 409 on Page 471 of the Deed Records of Henderson County, Texas, 
from which a 1/2" Iron Rod found, badly bent, bears South 71 deg. 15 min. 05 sec. West a distance of 1.49 feet and 
another 1/2" Iron Rod found bears South 01 deg. 26 min. 29 sec. East a distance of 114.29 feet; 

THENCE South 88 deg. 05 min. 23 sec. West, along the South right‐of‐way of Joan Street, a distance of 121.50 feet 
to a 1/2" Iron Rod found for the Northwest corner of said called 30.5 acre tract of land, same being located at the 
intersection of the South right‐of‐way line of Joan Street and the East right‐of‐way of Cade Drive; 

THENCE in a Northerly direction along the proposed new East right‐of‐way of Cade Drive and a curve to the right 
having a Radius of 150.92 feet, a Delta Angle of 19 deg. 16 min. 54 sec., a Chord Bearing of North 07 deg. 31 min. 
03  sec. East, a Chord  Length of 50.55  feet, and an Arc  Length of 50.79  feet  to a point  for  corner  in  the South 
boundary line of Lot 6, Block 3 of said J. W. Cade Subdivision Unit No. 1; 

THENCE North 88 deg. 05 min. 23 sec. East, along the North right‐of‐way of Joan Street and the South boundary 

line of Lots 6 and 7, Block 3 of said J. W. Cade Subdivision Unit No. 1, a distance of 113.63 feet to the PLACE OF 
BEGINNING AND CONTAINING 0.136 ACRE OF LAND; 

The bearings hereon are based on Texas State Plane Coordinate System, Texas North Central Zone, NAD 83. 

I, Daniel  R.  Arthur,  do  hereby  state  that  the  above  field  notes were  prepared  from  a  survey made  under my 
supervision during the month of May and August, 2014. 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL, this 3rd day of September, 2014. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Daniel R. Arthur                       
Registered Professional Land Surveyor                   
State of Texas No. 5933 
See Map No.: 14‐050097 prepared in conjunction with these field notes.  



CITY OF CHANDLER  
 
Staff Report 

 
PROJECT: SP-14-03 Taco Bell Plan 

 
DATE: PZ: 11-4-14             CC: 11-11-14 

 
REQUEST: The property owner is requesting approval of a site plan in order to 

rebuild a new Taco Bell. 
 

APPLICANT: Chuck Goldsmith, AIA Fitzpatrick Architects, 5201 S. Broadway, Ste. 
200 Tyler, TX 75703 

PROPERTY OWNER: R2 Restaurants Inc., 806 Eagle Pass, Heath, TX 75032 

PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION: 

656 Highway 31.  The legal description is AB 799, S WIESS SUR, TR 
203, as described in the Henderson County Property records. 

ZONING: B-1 

SIZE: .636 acres 
 

OVERVIEW: The owner of the Chandler Taco Bell will be removing and rebuilding 
the existing restaurant on Hwy 31. Franchisee plans call for the 
existing building to be razed, while most of the existing parking and 
driveways, pylon sign, drive-thru ordering station, and existing utilities 
will remain in service, with reconnections to the new building. The 
existing landscape and drainage structures will also remain, with 
some additional grass lawn to be added where several parking stalls 
will be abandoned, allowing for a slightly longer building footprint.   

As a part of this request a variance is being requested from the 
required primary finish materials as stated in city ordinance Section 
19-9 BUILDING FINISH STANDARDS AND ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGN STANDARDS, 3, (f), and 4. The variance request is seeking 
permission to follow the Taco Bell branding image and prototype 
building, which calls for most of the exterior of their stores to be 
finished in Exterior Finishing and Insulating System (EIFS).  

The city’s architectural standards require the building to have at least 
60% primary materials: brick, stone, architectural block, stucco, hardi, 
or glass.  40% secondary materials: metal, wood, EIFS, or smooth 
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CMU block.  The proposed building has 66% EIFS, 16% metal, 13% 
glass and 5% stone.  This results in 18% primary materials and 82% 
secondary.   

The following are pictures of a new store in Tyler which is of the same 
design as the one proposed in Chandler. 
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The main question is should EIFS and Stucco be treated equally.  
Appearances are the same.  Several years ago when EIFS first came 
out it had several issues that had to do with moisture getting behind 
the material and rotting the wood.  This was primarily due to do poor 
installation methods.  Today those issues do not seem to be as much 
a concern.  Hardness is another factor.  Stucco is a much harder 
product than EIFS.  The city’s ordinance does not allow EIFS below 4 
feet due to the likelihood that it will be damaged.   

EIFS                                                      Stucco 

 

The applicant provided information on different reinforcing meshes 
which change the hardness or density of the EIFS.  If used it is 
recommended that below 4 feet an Ultra High Impact Mesh should be 
used to enhance impact and abuse resistance.  This is a 20 oz. 
fiberglass 38 in. (96.5 cm) wide mesh which is alkali-resistant.  It is 
also recommended that a heavy duty corner mesh be used on all 
corners. 

Access:  The property’s access and circulation is not proposed to be 
changed with the new construction. 

Parking:  The parking requirement for the 2,200 sq. ft. restaurant is 
22 and there are 33 spaces provided with 2 of these spaces being 
handicapped spaces.  

Sign: The existing pylon sign will remain and all building signage will 
conform to the current sign ordinances. 
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Setbacks: The required setbacks are: rear - 0’, side – 10’, front – 25’.  
The proposed building is in compliance with these setbacks. 

Drainage:  The site drainage will not change except that the drainage 
flume will be repaired and improved in conjunction with the Family 
Dollar development. 

Landscape:  The landscaping is not proposed to change except 
some additional grass area will be added to allow for an expanded 
building footprint.  A trash dumpster is proposed to be relocated and 
new trash enclosures constructed. 

RECOMMENDED  
ACTION: 

Planning and Zoning Commission and staff recommend approval of 
the site plan and variances to the finish materials with the following 
conditions: 

1. For this project any EIFS which is installed as Ultra High 
Impact Mesh.  (This is a 20 oz. fiberglass 38 in. (96.5 cm) 
wide mesh. Ultra high strength to enhance impact and abuse 
resistance) will count as a Primary Finish Material.   

2. The same 60% Primary and 40% Secondary requirements as 
outlined in the city’s code must be met with the inclusion of 
Ultra High Impact EIFS as a primary building material. 

3. No EIFS will be below 4 feet unless it is the Ultra High Impact 
Mesh. 

CITY CONTACT: John Taylor, City Administrator 

ATTACHMENTS: Developer Letter 
Plans (2) 
Site Plan 
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  5201 S. Broadway Avenue, 
  Suite 200 
  Tyler, Texas 75703 
  903-592-0728 
  903-595-0369 fax 

P&Z Submittal for Taco Bell Rebuild 141015.docx 

MEMO 
 
Date: Oct. 15, 2014 
Client: R2 Restaurants  
Project: Taco Bell Scrape & Rebuild 
 Chandler, Texas 
Project No.: 14.051 
 

To: Mr. John M. Taylor, AICP 
 City Administrator 
 City of Chandler, Texas 
 jtaylor@chandlertx.com 
 

From: Chuck Goldsmith  
 cg@fitzpatrickarchitects.com 
 

Re: Site Plan Review Submittal Narrative 
 
Dear Mr. Taylor, 
Thank you for meeting with Rusty Kea, of RPR Construction, and myself recently to discuss the process for getting 
the local Taco Bell rebuilt per their current corporate specifications, and thank you for your direction following that 
meeting, to help us be more informed specifically with regard to the local city ordinances. 
   
Please find attached five copies of our site sketch plan and other documentation regarding the proposed, “scrape and 
rebuild” of the existing store, on the same site where presently located on Highway 31 in Chandler. We hope to drop 
off these materials in time to register our request for review during the November Planning and Zoning, and City 
Council meetings. 
 
The purpose of our submitting these documents is to support our coming request for permitting to remove and rebuild 
the existing restaurant at this location and also, in due course, to request a variance with regard to the primary finish 
materials to be used on the new store. Franchisee plans call for the existing building to be razed, while most of the 
existing parking and driveways, the monument sign, the drive-thru ordering station, and the existing utilities will remain 
in service, with reconnections to the new building as required. The existing landscape and drainage structures will 
also remain, with some additional grass lawn to be added where several parking stalls will be abandoned, allowing for 
a slightly longer building footprint. 
 
The variance request would amount to asking permission per City Ordinance Section 19-9 BUILDING FINISH 
STANDARDS AND ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STANDARDS, 3, (f), and 4., to follow the Taco Bell branding image 
and prototype, that calls for most of the exterior of their stores to be finished in Exterior Finishing and Insulating 
System (EIFS). We are also attaching elevations showing an example of the corporate prototype that would be 
implemented here if we are successful with our variance request. 
 
We were able to obtain the most recent land survey for the site, and have gathered and depicted the requested 
checklist items from the COC ordinances (as outlined in Sections 19 and 20) as follows, with some clarifications: 
 

• The address is 656 Highway 31. 
• The legal description is AB 799, S WIESS SUR, TR 203, as described in the Henderson County Property 

records. 
• Called easements and setbacks will not affect the lot use and are shown here from the more recent survey.  
• A current topographic survey has not been made, but the existing site drainage improvements, including 

grading and flumes, are intended to remain. Attached satellite and map images of the lot and adjacent roads 
and properties depict the drainage patterns, and current sedimentation flow and control of the adjacent and 
neighboring improvements, and neighboring lot uses. 

• A soils investigation report is not yet available, but a drilling crew is scheduled to be onsite on October 16, 
2014, with the engineer’s report to follow within 2-3 weeks. 



 
 
  
  5201 S. Broadway Avenue, 
  Suite 200 
  Tyler, Texas 75703 
  903-592-0728 
  903-595-0369 fax 

P&Z Submittal for Taco Bell Rebuild 141015.docx 

• Exact utility sizes and capacities, such as drains and water supply lines are not currently shown, however, the 
intended use of the property will remain as it has been since the existing store was built. This information will 
be included in our permitting documentation when available. Other existing lot utilities are shown on the 
attached site and survey plans.  There is a fire hydrant directly across the road at the corner of Kidd Drive, 
and Hwy 31. 

• The site area is shown here to have been reduced to 0.636 acres after part of the land was conveyed back to 
the previous owner in recent years, and we understand that the city has also recently acquired some of the 
adjacent property. All of the new and existing site improvements will still fit within the Taco Bell property and 
setbacks, with the exception of existing concrete drain flumes that convey water from the lot. 

• Existing drainage to remain currently sheets across the concrete parking lot and driveways, to 2 concrete 
surface flumes at the SE and SW corners of the lot, that then flows onto the adjacent properties to the south, 
and then to the nearby creek where some drain improvements are in place southwest of the lot. 

• The lot coverage ratio is 2,200 building GSF/27,704 SF lot area = 8% lot coverage. 
• The dumpster enclosure is shown in a new location, to facilitate truck approach, and will have a new 

enclosure. 
• A likely timetable for the project is as follows: 

o Construction Documents submitted to COC for permitting in December, 2014 
o Begin construction in January, 2015 
o Complete construction in April or May of 2015. 

 
Thank you for reviewing our materials, and please let us know if we need to provide more information or clarification. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chuck Goldsmith, AIA 
Fitzpatrick Architects 
5201 S. Broadway, Ste. 200 
Tyler, TX 75703 
903 592-0728 v. Ext. 225 
903 595-0369 f. 
cg@fitzpatrickarchitects.com 
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CITY OF CHANDLER
Staff Report

PROJECT: O-111114 Re-inspection Fee

DATE: CC: 11-11-14

REQUEST: Establish a fee for building inspections that are made and must be
rescheduled due to inspections being called in that are not ready or
because they fail and have to be re-inspected.

OVERVIEW: Since January of this year the City of Chandler has had to pay $1,069
to the contractor that performs the city’s building inspections for re-
inspections.

The building permit fees the city charges builders are based on an
expected number of inspections.  When inspection fail and have to be
re done the city pays for those re-inspections without being
reimbursed.

Inspections are performed within 24 hours of the time they are called
in by the builder.  Builders often call in an inspection the day before
hoping that the work will be completed by the time the inspector
arrives.  There is no disincentive for doing this as it only costs the city
and not the builder.  In October alone there were 6 inspections that
were called in and when the inspector arrived to do the inspection the
work was not completed and the inspection had to be rescheduled.
One of these was a commercial inspection and the others were all
from Hometown Classic Builders.

RECOMMENDED
ACTION:

Review and act on the attached Ordinance O-111114 establishing a
$75 re-inspection fee.

CITY CONTACT: John Taylor, City Administrator

ATTACHMENTS: Ordinance O-111114
Failed Inspection listing



ORDINANCE NO. O-111114

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF CHANDLER, TEXAS,
AMENDING ARTICLE A5.000 BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION - SECTION
A5.001 BUILDING PERMIT FEES TO ADD A RE-INSPECTION FEE;
PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A REPEALER
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Chandler has an established fee schedule outlining
building permit fees which are intended to offset the expenses incurred in ensuring all
construction meets the health and safety requirements of the State and the city; and

WHEREAS, there is a need to establish a fee for inspections that fail and have to
be rescheduled.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of
Chandler, Texas as follows:

Section 1. Article A5.000 Building and Construction – Section A5.001 Building Permit
Fees be amended to include: (9) Re-inspection Fee (for each inspection that must be
rescheduled after the inspector has made the inspection attempt):  $75.00

Section 2. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City of Chandler, Texas, that all
sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if
any phrase, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance should be declared
unconstitutional by a valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
unconstitutionality shall not affect any remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs,
or sections of this Ordinance and the remainder of this Ordinance shall be enforced as
written.

Section 3. All ordinances, or parts of ordinances, enforced when the provisions of this
Ordinance become effective that are inconsistent, or in conflict with the terms and
provisions contained in this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of any such
conflict.

Section 4. That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and
publication of the caption of said ordinance as the law in such case provides.

***

Duly PASSED and APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Chandler,
Texas on this 11th day of November, 2014.

APPROVED BY:



____________________________
Ann Hall, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________
Shirley Parmer, City Secretary



ARTICLE A5.000 BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
Sec. A5.001 Building permit fees

The following fees shall be paid, prior to work commencing, for all new building
construction, repairs, renewals, or additions:

(1) Building - new dwelling: $450.00 plus tap fees (see article 6.000 of this
appendix).

(2) Remodel dwelling building: $350.00.

(3) Storage building: $25.00.

(4) Commercial building: $450.00.

(5) Commercial building (for each inspection over five): $75.00.

(6) Room addition or swimming pool: $200.00.

(7) Room addition or swimming pool (for each inspection over 2): $75.00.

(8) Garage (electrical required): $150.00.

(9) Re-inspection Fee (for each inspection that must be rescheduled after the
inspector has made the inspection attempt):  $75.00



Failed Inspections in Past Year (As of 1/03/14)

Address Date Failed Failed Inspection Builder Re-Inspection Cost
703 Nell's Place 10/30/2014 Foundation Inspection Hometown Classic Builders $57.50
702 Nell's Place 10/29/2014 Requested Plumbing Rough Twice Hometown Classic Builders $57.50
700 Nell's Place 10/29/2014 Requested Plumbing Rough Twice Hometown Classic Builders $57.50
702 Nell's Place 10/30/2014 Foundation Inspection Hometown Classic Builders $57.50
702 Nell's Place 11/1/2014 Foundation Inspection Hometown Classic Builders $57.50
700 Nell's Place 10/30/2014 Foundation Inspection Hometown Classic Builders $57.50
700 Hwy 31 E 10/30/2014 Foundation Inspection Family Dollar $57.50
919 Millstone Ln 6/2/2014 Top Out Inspection Neches Construction $57.50
517 Susie St 5/4/2014 Top Out Inspection Neches Construction $57.50
703 Hwy 31 E 6/22/2014 Plumbing Rough Inspection Brookshire's $57.50
708 Griffin St 2/27/2014 Foundation Inspection Neches Construction $57.50
704 Nell's Place 3/20/2014 Temporary Pole Inspection Hometown Classic Builders $75.00
705 Nell's Place 3/20/2014 Temporary Pole Inspection Hometown Classic Builders $75.00
705 Nell's Place 8/22/2014 Permanent Electric Meter Hometown Classic Builders $57.00
407 Hyde Park 1/30/2014 Top Out Inspection Neches Construction $57.50
107 Fairway St 2/4/2014 Top Out Inspection David Maronge Construction $57.50
107 Fairway St 5/29/2014 Permanent Electric Meter David Maronge Construction $57.50
860 Martin St 3/11/2014 Top Out Inspection United Bilt Homes $57.50

Total 18 $1,069.50



CITY OF CHANDLER  
 
Staff Report 

 
PROJECT: Resolution #R-111114. Sponsoring the Upper Neches Paddle Trail out 

of River Park as a part of the Texas Paddling Trails Program 
 

DATE: City Council: 11-11-14   
 

REQUEST: Consider and act on Resolution #R-111114 - Sponsoring the Upper 
Neches Paddle Trail out of River Park as a part of the Texas Paddling 
Trails Program. 
 

OVERVIEW: The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is looking for sponsors to 
provide support for the development of public inland and coastal 
paddling trails throughout the state. The Texas Paddling Trails 
Program develops and supports these trails with maps, signage, 
fishing and wildlife-viewing information, and more. 

According to the Outdoor Industry Association, kayaking participation 
nationwide doubled between 1998 and 2004, with recreational and 
sit-on-top kayaking the fastest growing segment of the sport. 
Participation in canoeing also remains very strong. 

Texas Paddling Trails are an exciting way for communities to partner 
with Texas Parks and Wildlife to conserve habitats while providing 
recreational opportunities for the traveling public. The paddling trails 
of Texas promote sustainable economic development and build public 
support for conservation of waterways and wildlife. 

River Park in Chandler contains about a mile of the banks of the 
Neches River and provides river access, fishing, picnic areas, nature 
trails and a boat ramp.  The park has become a hot spot for fishing 
especially during the times of the year when the sand bass are 
running. The park also provides a great place for birding, viewing 
nature and canoe and kayak launching.   

With River Park, Chandler has an opportunity to be a sponsor of a 
unique “out and back” paddle trail.   In an “out and back” trail the 
paddler returns to the same location in which they put in.  The slow 
flow of the Neches at this point allow for travel both up and down 
stream. With this type of trail the paddler can decide when to turn 
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around and return.  However, the proposed river trail is a total of 4.3 
miles one way (8.6 round trip). This includes ½ mile north of the 
launch up river to the northern boundary of River Park and south of 
the launch 1 mile to the railroad trestle bridge.  The paddler can 
choose to go an additional 2.8 miles to the lake designated by a 
power line crossing at Westberry RV park boat ramp.   

PROJECTED EXPENSES: The only expenses to the Sponsor are the cost of the maintenance 
and upkeep of the access point, which the city currently does and the 
cost of building a kiosk for the trail map and information.  The kiosk 
that exists in River Park is sufficient, so there are not any costs 
expected to be incurred by the city for participation in this program. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Review and act on Resolution R-111114 – designating Chandler as 
the proposed sponsor of the Upper Neches Paddle Trail 
 

CITY CONTACT: John Taylor, City Administrator. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: Resolution  #R-111114 
Application 
Paddle Trail Overview 
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CITY OF CHANDLER 

RESOLUTION R-111114 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CHANDLER SPONSERING 
THE UPPER NECHES PADDLE TRAIL OUT OF RIVER PARK 
AS PART OF THE TEXAS PADDLING TRAILS PROGRAM. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Chandler is located at the headwaters of Lake Palestine on the Upper Neches 
River; 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Chandler currently operates River Park in partnership with the Upper Neches 
River Authority and maintains the park and the boat ramp at Hwy 31; 
 
WHEREAS, River Park is located on the north and south sides of the Highway 31 bridge over the 
Neches River with prime access off of this state highway; 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Chandler has constructed a kiosk suitable for a Texas Paddle Trail map and 
information; 
 
WHEREAS, Chandler’s River Park meets all the Trail Criteria for an “Out and Back” paddle trail; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Chandler has established a goal of promoting nature tourism and 
diversification of Chandler’s park resources. 
 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHANDLER, TEXAS: 
 
SECTION 1. The City of Chandler supports the designation of River Park as the location as the public 
access point to the Upper Neches Paddle Trail. 
 
SECTION 2. The City of Chandler wishes to partner with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as a 
local sponsor and as such submits the attached Community Application for Assistance. 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by City Council in Chandler, Texas, on this the 11th day of November, 2014. 
 
 
The City of Chandler, Texas 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Ann Hall, Mayor 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Shirley Parmer, City Secretary 
 
 









TEXAS PADDLING TRAIL PROGRAM 

The Texas Paddling Trails is a program to develop public inland and coastal paddling trails 
throughout the state and support these trails with maps, signage, fishing and wildlife-viewing 
information, and more! These trails provide well-mapped accessible day trips in a variety of 
settings and for all levels of paddling experience. The paddling trails team is continually working 
with new community partners, so check back often for new trails to paddle, fish, and explore. 

With more than 3,700 named streams, 15 major rivers and some 3,300 miles of tidal shoreline 
along the Gulf Coast, Texas offers myriad possibilities for paddling adventures and angling 
opportunities of all types. According to the Outdoor Industry Association, kayaking participation 
nationwide doubled between 1998 and 2004, with recreational and sit-on-top kayaking the fastest 
growing segment of the sport. Participation in canoeing also remains very strong. 

Texas Paddling Trails are an exciting way for communities to partner with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife to conserve habitats while providing recreational opportunities for the traveling public. 
The paddling trails of Texas promote sustainable economic development and build public 
support for conservation of waterways and wildlife. 

As Texas becomes more urbanized, it becomes ever more important that there are public places 
to enjoy outdoor recreational opportunities, such as canoeing and kayaking. The Texas Paddling 
Trails program provides these opportunities while also helping to conserve rivers and bays.  

This program offers communities in Texas a way to partner with Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, for the purpose of benefiting their own area while also helping build an extensive 
network of paddling trails across the state to be enjoyed by Texans and out-of-state tourists for 
many generations to come. 

Ways Texas Parks and Wildlife Can Help 

• Work with the local community partners 
• Promote your paddling trail as part of the Texas Paddling Trails program (TPT) 
• Provide TPT kiosk design options and estimated costs 
• Develop trail map and local interpretive information for use in marketing materials (i.e., 

kiosk inserts, Web site) 
• Provide river conservation and river ethics information for use in marketing materials 
• Provide official TPT marker signage for roadways and put-in/take-out locations 
• Provide interpretive vinyl insert for approved community to use in kiosks 

Assisting with kiosk design, surveying GPS coordinates to help create an aerial map, and 
evaluating water conditions are some additional ways that TPWD can help. 

 

 



Desirable Paddling Trail Characteristics  

• Public access must be a minimum of four paddling miles to a maximum of twelve 
paddling miles for each segment on linear trails; ponds, lakes and bays may be shorter 
since paddlers can spend as long as they would like exploring this type of trail 

• Presence of natural or historical attractions such as rapids, mature trees or unique habitat, 
wildlife diversity, historic sites, etc. 

• Adequate water quality, river flows or water depth (seasonal flows acceptable) 
• Population center within 100 miles 
• Local partner(s) to maintain put-in/take-outs and keep them clean 
• Canoe and kayak rentals from local sources (not required but helpful in promoting 

paddling tourism in your community) 
• Designated parking 
• TPT marker signage and kiosk 

Proposed Chandler River Park Paddle Trail 

Chandler River Park is located on the north and south sides of the Highway 31 Bridge at the 
Neches River.  The park contains about a mile of the banks of the Neches River and provides 
river access, fishing, picnic areas, nature trails and a boat ramp.  The park has become a hot spot 
for fishing especially during the times of the year when the sand bass are running. The park also 
provides a great place for birding, viewing nature and canoe and kayak launching.   

The City of Chandler is working with the State of Texas to designate the Park as the prime 
access point for the Upper Neches Paddle Trail.  The slow moving current on this section of the 
Neches provides a unique opportunity for an “Out and Back Trail” which allows the paddler to 
park in one location, put in and return to the same location to take out.  It also allows the paddler 
to decide how long a trip they want to make.  Beginning at the northern limits of River Park in 
Chandler, the Neches River meanders 4 miles to Lake Palestine making the round trip to be 
about 8 miles.  However, the trip can be made as short or as long as the paddler desires turning 
around at any time or going on into Lake Palestine which is an additional 20 miles one way.   

The paddle trail traverses East Texas Woodlands and offers a great opportunity to view nature.  
The northern section of Lake Palestine has many stumps and submerged trees making it prime 
areas for viewing wildlife and fishing. 

Various waterfowl inhabit this area and during the cooler season it becomes home to many 
migratory species.  The Tyler Audubon Society has counted over 100 varieties of birds that 
frequent the area.  Bald eagles can often be seen soaring in the skies and deer are prolific in the 
area and can be seen on the shore.  Turtles sunning on logs is a common sight. 
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CITY OF CHANDLER

City Council Staff Report

PROJECT: Public Works Office Space

DATE: City Council: 11-11-14

REQUEST: Provide staff direction on the future office space for Public Works.

STAFF ANALYSIS: At the October City Council meeting the Council directed staff to get

estimates on making changes to the existing office space located in

the maintenance building at Winchester Park to accommodate the

needs of the Public Works Department.

James Berry provided an estimate to create an ADA compliant

bathroom and expand the space by moving some walls creating a

Directors office, meeting room to accommodate the Public Works

staff and a break room. The estimate for this remodel is $5,000.

The following is an overview of all the projected expenses associated

with the creation of the new office.

Remodel - $5,500

Furniture and Equipment – (from used office furniture store) -

$3,500

Electrical – (Separating the power from the house and the

maintenance building) - $6,000

Total – Not to exceed $15,000

PROPOSED FUNDING: #00-5175, utility building repair and maintenance; 00-5015, Utilities
Office Supplies; 00-5152 Utilities Equipment Purchase

RECOMMENDED
ACTION:

Review and provide staff direction

CITY CONTACT: John Taylor, City Administrator
Jon Hall, Public Works Director

ATTACHMENTS: None
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CITY OF CHANDLER

Staff Report

PROJECT: Used ball field lights

DATE: CC: 11-11-14

REQUEST: Discuss and provide direction on the status of the ball field lights that
are in storage at Winchester Park.

OVERVIEW: About four years ago the BISD gifted the city with the ball field lights

that they were removing and replacing. The city, at the time, was

considering using them to light the new baseball field #5 at

Winchester Park.
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Over the years the city and BMC have looked into the lighting project

and determined the cost of the poles, pole bases, and electrical work

required to do the project was going to be significant even with the

use of the used lights. Funding for such a project has not been

identified. In addition, if the city were going to undertake such a

project it may be better to use newer lighting that would not have as

much light bleed over into the Winchester Neighborhood.

The lights are deteriorating and the city is running the risk of losing

any value the lights may have. The lights currently have a value of

$50 to $100 per light. There are 88 lights in 12 clusters. Potential

value of $6,600. (88 x $75)

The lights either need to be sold or they need to be stored upright and

covered to protect them from further deterioration.

The city has contacted Dr. Moran, the BISD superintendent, about the

possibility of the city selling the lights. We asked if the school district

wanted any of them back and if the ISD had an issue with the city

selling them. As of this report we have not gotten a response but will

have the information for the Council meeting.

RECOMMENDED
ACTION:

Discuss and provide staff direction.

CITY CONTACT: John Taylor, City Administrator

ATTACHMENTS: None
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